LATER YEARS                    393.

the more proof that nothing could have brought
about any different action.

" Myself and others outside of the delegation
bore from Mr. Towne his most urgent advice
that a conference was a better plan. When a
nomination was unavoidable, of course, the
nomination of an outside man was the best pos-
sible thing to do. You will be glad to be re-
assured, as we are, from Mr. Towne since the
convention, of the receptive attitude which he
maintains and his lofty purpose to take such
final action as may be deemed best in the final
consideration."318

A few days later a letter to "Weaver from
T. M. Patterson of Colorado, permanent chair-
man of the Sioux Falls convention, declared
that their views as to the nomination of Towne
were the same, and yet he would like very much
"to see them proved wrong. Towne would
make a strong second to Mr. Bryan in all of the
middle, mountain and far western states, and I
think, from what Mr. Bryan said, whom I saw
on my way back from Sioux Falls, he would be
more than pleased to have Mr. Towne on the
ticket with him. I have no means of judging
what the democratic sentiment generally will
be about Towne, except as it is developed here
in Denver. Most of the Democrats are Mr.
Towne's warm admirers, but they almost uni-
formly say that they believe it will be unwise to